
Reception Curriculum Map 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 Let’s Play 
 

Let’s Celebrate 
 

Long, Long Ago My World Once upon a 
Time 

Wild and 
Wonderful 

Big Blue Alive and Kicking 

Core text 
See below for 
detailed list 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Communication 
and Language 

Listen and talk about 
stories that are being 
read to them. Listen 
carefully to rhymes 
and songs. 

Learning new 
vocabulary, 
performing a 
firework poem 
 

Talking, listening 
and answering 
questions about 
pets, describing 
words, retell story 
of Little Green 
Dinosaur 

Use new 
vocabulary in 
different contexts, 
NFB people who 
help us, connect 
ideas using 
connectives 

Use vocabulary 

relating to 

stories. Creating 

story maps for 

Goldilocks and 

focusing on using 

‘story telling’ 

language such as, 

‘once upon a 

time’, ‘then’ and 

‘suddenly’.  

  

 

Listening and 
responding and 
using new 
vocabulary such as 
‘mane’. 
Developing 
comprehension 
skills, predictions 
and alternative 
endings. 

Developing new 
vocabulary such 
as describing 
words 

Listening 
attentively and 
responding with 
questions, 
comments and 
actions. 

PSED Identify emotions 
using Colour Monsters 
and building respectful 
relationships. 

Firework safety- 
how to keep safe 
on bonfire night 
and fireworks 

Road safety talk for 
our walk to the 
village. 

Pantasurus song, 
oral hygiene teeth 

‘Tomorrow I will be 
kind’ (RE) and ‘This 

is me’’ ‘You 

Learning about 
healthy choices. 
Making porridge 
and fruit 
toppings. 

Learning about 
expressing our 
feeling and the 
feeling of others. 
Using the story of 
the ‘Bad tempered 

Learning that we 
are all different 
and how 
countries are 
similar and 
different. 

Talking about our 
feelings about 
transitioning to 
year 1 and 
making healthy 
food choices. 



choose’ ‘The 
invisible boy’ 

ladybird’ and the 
‘Mixed up 
Chameleon’ 
Developing an 
understanding of 
our feelings. 

Physical 
Development 

Introducing Jack 
Hartman and 
moving/freezing. 
Developing overall 
body strength and fine 
motor skills. 

Outdoor PE- 
games  

Indoor PE- Nursery 
rhymes 

Real PE 
Foundations  

  
Indoor- Space  
Jumping and 

Landing  
FMS- Dynamic 

Balance- Jumping 
and Landing  

 

Real PE 
Foundations  

  
Indoor- Space  
Jumping and 

Landing  
FMS- Dynamic 

Balance- Jumping 
and Landing  

 

Real PE 
Foundations  

Outside  
Clown 

Coordination- Ball 
Skills  

Coordination- Ball 
Skills Sending and 

Receiving  
 

Real PE 
Foundations  

Outside  
Clown 

Coordination- 
Ball Skills   
Juggling  

Coordination- 
Ball Skills 

Sending and 
Receiving  

 

Real PE 
Foundations  

Bike  
Coordination- 

Footwork  
 

Literacy Baseline assessment  Spell words by 
identifying the 
sound 
Use adjectives to 
describe 
fireworks 
List and card 
writing 

Caption writing 
about an egg and 
using adjectives, 
NFB pets 

NFB, writing 
simple sentences 
about ourselves 

Story writing- 
writing a 
sentence using 
story language- 
alternative parts 
for Goldilocks 
and the 3 bears. 

NFB, writing 
descriptive 
sentences for 
‘Dear Zoo’ 
 
NFB- Butterfly 
farm website 
children to write a 
fact about a 
Butterfly 

NFB, writing 
facts for our 
expedition. 
Writing 
sentences about 
ourselves to our 
new teacher 

Developing our 
‘writers toolkit’ 
including finger 
spaces, capital 
letters and full 
stops 

Mathematics Baseline assessment- 
number of the day and 
1:1 counting Match 
and sorting, comparing 
amounts 
 

Numbers to 5 
Using and 
applying 
numbers to 5 
(introducing 
addition through 
one more) 
 

Numbers 6, 7, 8, 9 
 
Measure: 
comparing 
mass/capacity 

Using and applying 
numbers  6,7,8,9 
(subtraction one 
less) 
Numbers to 10 
 
Shape: 3D shape 
Patterns 

Using and 
applying 
numbers to 10 
 
Measure: Time 
 

Numbers to 20 
and beyond 
Use and applying 
numbers to 20 
 
Spatial reasoning: 
Match, rotate, 
manipulate. 

Use and applying 
numbers to 20 
 
Spatial 
reasoning: 
visualize and 
build 
 

Deepening 
understanding, 
patterns and 
relationships.   
 
Spatial reasoning: 
mapping 
 



Measure: Comparing 
size/ capacity- create 
patterns 

Measure: 
Positional 
language, shape 
and time 
 

Measure: Length, 
height, Time 

Compose and 
decompose 
(joining shapes 
etc) 

Understanding 
the World 

Looking at photos that 
are special to them of 
their families. 

Seasons- Autumn 
What are 
traditions- 
Fireworks/ Black 
History month 
and Diwali  
Christmas story 
 

Spot local shops 
and building in 
local area 
Basic introduction 
to fossils. 

Chinese New Year 
People who help 
us in our 
community 

Making maps for 
We’re going on a 
bear hunt! How 
do we use a map 
and what is the 
purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning about 
habitats and 
looking after our 
world. 
 
Learning about life 
cycles- how does a 
seed grow into a 
plant. What 
changes do we 
see? 

Caring for the 
ocean/pollution 

Looking at 
different roles in 
our commuity 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Exploring paint; self-
portraits/homes/family 
members  
 
Performing nursery 
rhyme songs to friends 
and families 

Firework dance 
Clay hedgehogs 
Firework painting 
 

Design egg using 
materials, clay 
fossils, volcano 
paintings 

Music- simple 
patterns 

Using 

construction 

materials to join 

with tape, glue 

and other 

equipment. 

Children create a 

chair using junk 

modelling. 

Learning to print 

with block 

colours and 

create patterns 

to create a 

flower. 

Using lines and 
patters to create 
jungle animal skin 
patterns. 
 
Repeating and 
creating symmetry 
patterns through 
butterfly wing 
folding to create 
pattern. 

Experimenting 
with colour and 
tools and 
techniques- 
creating 
seascapes and 
line drawings of 
shells. 

Experimenting 
with colour and 
accuracy with 
drawing our self-
portrait.  



 

Learning to 

explore creating 

sound using a 

variety of 

untuned 

instruments 

using sound story 

for We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt, 

using instrument 

and body 

percussion to 

create the sound 

effects in the 

story. 

  

 

Stunning Start Memory boxes Firework day! 
Music and 
dance/art 

Discover egg Whole year group 
assembly for 
people who help 
us 

Children to dress 
up as their 
favourite 
character 

Round robin of 
creating jungle 
animals 
Sharing our fact 
sheets from home 

Baking sea 
biscuits 

Trip to Round 
stone farm 

Fabulous Finish Let’s play display of 
class provision and 
outside areas 

Autumn crown 
walk 

Dinosaur 
workshop- fossil 
hunt and 
interactive dinos 

Chn dress up as 
who they would 
like to be when 
they are older 

Going on a bear 
hunt! 
 

Animal parade hat 
Assembly 
presenting our 
minibeasts 
through 
songs/artwork 

Underwater 
exhibition 

Making fruit 
kebabs 

Engagement Memory boxes and 
photos sent home to 
parents of the first few 
weeks 

Christmas play Celebration of 
work! 

Parents evening  Home task- facts 
about a minibeast 

 Trip 
Celebration of 
work 



Parents invited to 
see children’s work 
after school 
Tarring photos sent 
to parents 

 

Theme Reception core books- used in 

planning 

RSHE books UTW (History, 

Geography 

And Science) 

EAD (Music, Art and DT) 

Let’s Play The Colour Monster Goes to School by 

Anna LLenas 

The Great Big Book of 

Families by Harry 

Hoofmen 

The Great Big book of 

families by Harry 

Hoofmen 

 

 Great Big Book of families by Harry 

Hoofmen 

   

 Pass the Jam Jim by Kaye Umansky The Colour Monster 

by Anna LLenas 

  

 The Colour Monster by Anna LLenas The Colour Monster 

goes to school by 

Anna LLenas 

  

 Old McDonald The Great Big Book of 

Families by Harry 

Hoofmen 

  



 Humpty Dumpty    

Let’s Celebrate Incy Wincy Spider The Christmas story The Christmas story   

 Mixed – You tube    

 Remember Remember the Fifth of 

November by Deborah Webb 

   

 Stick Man by Julia Donaldson    

 Jolly Christmas Postman by Allan Ahlberg    

Long Long Ago Little green dinosaur (talk for writing)  Non fiction texts on 

dinosaurs and fossils 

 

 Dinosaur Roar by Jeanne Willis    

Our world- Part1-

How are we 

different 

We’re all Wonders by R.J. Palaao You choose by Pippa 

Goodhart 

 

Tomorrow I’ll be kind  

by Jessica Hische 

 

The Invisible Boy by 

Trudy Ludwig 

We are all different 

by Tracy Turner 

 

You choose by Pippa 

Goodhart 

 

Incredible You by Rhus 

Brisenden 

 

My hair by Hannah Lee 

My face 

 You choose by Pippa Goodhart    

 All are welcome by Alexandra Penfold    

 Faces    

 Big book of families by Harry Hoofmen    

Our World- Part 2- 

Our place in Space 

Aliens love underpants by Claire Fredman Have you filled your 

bucket by Carol 

Mcloud 

 

Rocket Zoom by 

Margeret Mayo 

Rocket sound story 

 Whatever next by Jill Murphey    

 NFB-Space    

 Rhyming books    



Once Upon a time Goldilocks and the three bears  Were going on a bear 

hunt by Michael Rosen 

We are going on a bear hunt 

by Michael Rosen 

 The three Little Pigs  Whatever next by Jill 

Murphey 

 

 We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael 

Rosen 

 Rocket Zoom by 

Margeter Mayo 

 

     

Wild and Wonderful Who’s In The Jungle 

Rumble in the Jungle by Giles Andreae 

Dear Zoo by 

The bad tempered 

ladybird by Eric Carle 

 

Whose in the Jungle Handa’s Surprise by Eleene 

Brown 

 NFB jungle The mixed up 

Chameleon by Eric 

Carle 

Dear Zoo by Rob 

Campbell 

 

   NFB- habitats/animals  

 Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson    

 NFB vets/pets    

The Big Blue NFB about the ocean Hats of Faith by 

Sarah Walsh 

NFB  

 Ocean soup by Stephen R. Swinburne Somewhere in the 

world right now by 

Stacey Schuett 

  

 Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister  

 NFB 

What makes us unique 

by Jillan Roberts  

  

 Sharing a shell by Julia Donoldson    

 Super Duper you by Sophie Henn 

Tiddler by Julia Donaldson 

  

 

Bog Baby by Jillan 

Willis 

  

Alive and Kicking Ready, Steady, Mo! - Mo Farrah 
 



Oh, The Things You Can Do That Are 

Good for You – Dr. Seuss 

  
 

     


